
 

 
 

St. Helens High School 
Home of the Lions 

 

Course Syllabus 2019-2020 

 Course Information: 
Course Title: LA 11 Honors 
Subject Area: LA - Language Arts 
Grade Level(s): 11 Credits: 1 
 

 Instructor Information: 
Name: Chelsa Anderson 
Contact: chelsaa@sthelens.k12.or.us 
                503-397-1900 Ext. 7482  
 

 Course Description 
This course integrates writing with literature. The literature 
includes a variety of genres and themes in American 
literature, both historical and modern. Class selections and 
independent reading are important aspects of the course, and 
critical reading and thinking skills are emphasized. The class is 
designed to explore a variety of modes of writing, with special 
emphasis on advanced exposition, persuasion, and writing 
style. Continued opportunities are provided to develop work 
samples. 
 

Prerequisites 
None 
 

Academic Vocabulary Development 
• Interpret, cite, analyze, synthesize, argue, claim, 

rhetorical analysis, ethos, logos, pathos, purpose, 
convince, theme, evidence 

 

Supplemental Resources 
Novels, articles, film, videos, poetry, music, art, released AP 
exam questions, sample student work 
 

Safety Issues and Requirements 
Parent permission to view the following film: 
The Great Gatsby, Directed by Baz Lurhmann, 2013 (PG-13) 
 

District Adopted Materials 
None 
 

 Differentiation/Accessibility Strategies and Support 
Resources 
Visual aids, digital writing, choice of assessment, group 
collaboration 
 

Career-Related Learning Experiences 
Guest Speakers, Project-based Learning 
 

ODE Essential Skills & Work Samples 
N/A 
 

Behavioral Expectations 
Students are expected to adhere to the school behavior 
expectations and code of conduct described in the SHSD 
Student and Family Handbook. 
 
In addition: 

• Show respect for people and property within the 
classroom (my property, other students’ property, 
and school property). Swearing, putdowns, or 
derogatory comments about race, gender, 
physical appearance, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
or ability levels create a climate that is not 
conducive to learning and will not be tolerated. 

• Arrive in the classroom on time and prepared to 
work from bell to bell on material that is for 
Language Arts.  Successful students often use 
their class time wisely and turn-in their work in a 
timely manner.  They also ask for help when they 
need assistance.  The more work that you 
attempt to complete during class, the more likely 
you will be able to ask me any questions if you get 
stuck. 

• Keep electronic devices off or silent and placed 
where they won’t be a distraction.  (I will 
announce if a specific class activity warrants an 
exception.)  

• Leave your workspace as you found it.  Failure to 
do so will result in loss of certain privileges, either 
individually or as a class. 



• Violating classroom expectations will result in a 
conference with me, phone call or e-mail to 
parents/guardians, a detention, and/or a referral 
to the office.  I reserve the right to add or alter 
rules if a problem arises. Also, please consult the 
student handbook for more detailed explanations 
of behavior expectations and discipline. 

 

 Proficiency Standards 
First Semester 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI/RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis  

• of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. (Applies to both literary and informative texts.) 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

• topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy. W.11-12. 9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support  

• analysis, reflection, and research. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,  

• reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.  

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires 

• distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.10 By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including 

• stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11-12 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range.  

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which 

• the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of 
the text. 
 

Second Semester 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI/RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis 

• of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. (Applies to both literary and informative texts.) 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.11-12.W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

• topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.11-12.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 

• using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and  

• digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, 
purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,  

• reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.9 Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early- 

• twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat 
similar themes or topics. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.10 By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including  

• stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11-12 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range.  

 



 Schedule of Topics/Units Covered 
• To Kill a Mockingbird 

• Essay Boot Camp 

• The Scarlet Letter 

• Huck Finn 

• The Great Gatsby 

• Literature Circles 

• Catcher in the Rye or The Things They Carried 

 

 Assessment/Evaluation/Grading Policy 
Grades are earned, not negotiated.  
Grade Breakdown:  10% Practice Assignments: Class work, homework, journal entries, etc. 
   90% Assessments: Tests, papers, projects (both individual and group), etc.   
Late Work: Late work is accepted, but only for the current unit of study.  To allow me sufficient time to grade late assignments, there 
are cut-off dates near the end of each quarter which will be announced as the deadline approaches. Late summative assessments 
must be completed and submitted within one month of the end of the unit, or as directed by the teacher. Late assessments forfeit 
the right to receive feedback on the work. 
 
Academic Honesty and Integrity:  Any student caught cheating will automatically receive a ZERO on the assignment in question and 
the parents/guardians will be contacted. Upon a second offense, a conference with the student’s parents/guardians will be held.  
 
Cheating includes but is not limited to the following: all acts of academic dishonesty such as supplying or receiving information 
during a test, copying tests or homework, allowing others to copy your work, obtaining test answers or questions beforehand, using 
unauthorized materials during a test, using a project or paper in a second class without teacher permission, plagiarism, and turning in 
work that was not completed by the person to whom it was assigned. Plagiarism is defined as the practice of taking someone else’s 
work or ideas and passing them off as one’s own, and this action will not be tolerated. 

 

 


